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This issue of the Informer is an abbreviated 
one as we have included a free copy of our 
special exhibition booklet from this summer 
exhibition. We hope you enjoy it!

CHAIRPERSON REPORT - Sean Park
As summer turns to autumn an opportunity to 
reflect on recent activity and events and also look 
forward with much optimism for both the Trust and 
the Foxton Locks Site.

Our new lease for the Museum through the site 
owners – the Canal & River Trust (CRT) is completed. 
This takes us up to 2033!

As many of you will have seen the CRT has re-
branded itself to the public with an emphasis on 
“Wellbeing” and “Making life better by water” 
With this they are also re-visiting development of 
showcase sites of which the Foxton site is very high 
on the list, indeed some projects are already at an 
advanced planning stage. These focus very much on 
encouraging people to visit the site and improving 
the on-site facilities for visitors once they arrive.

As these plans develop and expand the trustees are 
ensuring we are regularly and effectively part of 
these plans. The FIPT has a wonderful history and 
story to tell about the Inclined Plane, the Foxton 
Locks and the people and their lives on the Canal – 
This was the key message that arose from the July 
AGM.

But this is just one area – largely beyond the four 
walls of the Museum. Within the museum there is 
much to take pleasure in reporting.

• Visitor numbers have increased and with that 
sales from the shop have similarly risen.

• The number of educational visits has 
dramatically increased – over 1000 
schoolchildren this year – the Trust is engaging 
present and future generations

• Our Summer and Winter exhibitions have 
encouraged many people to re-visit

Much emphasis is on interactive and hands on 
activities to bring the history alive.

Financially the trust remains in a healthy position 
and yet again we can report on a very successful 
Foxton Locks Festival held in June.

Without our employees (the envy of many a 
museum) and our volunteers a different tale would 
be told. The efforts and contribution of people make 
things happen and will take the trust forward for 
years to come.
(A recent evening Bat watching organised by Penny 
even took the county “Bat society” by surprise – 4 
different types of bat identified within 100 yards of 
the museum!)

During November, December (weekend opening) 
and January (museum closed) there will still be 
considerable activity.

The Trust has a great deal of items, photographs & 
documents relating to the Inclined Plane and the 
site as a whole. As an Accredited museum it is vital 
that these priceless items are both looked after and 
fully recorded – many of these are unique and the 
archiving work helps us to protect the history and 
heritage for today’s and future generations.

Dinosaur from Specsaver went down well with the 
festival goers!
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OBITUARIES:
Freda Hales  1920 - 2018

Freda was a Leicester girl, and after war service 
met husband Leslie on a biking holiday in the late 
1940s.  Unable to afford a house, they had the idea 
to live on a boat, and purchased an old 26ft ship’s 
lifeboat at Gunthorpe on the River Trent, towed 
it by hand to Thurmaston, and proceeded to fit it 
out as a home.   Nowadays, when people say they 
have fitted a boat, it means they have bought a 
purpose-built steel hull, been to the many chandlers 
and suppliers of off-the-peg equipment for every 
possible requirement, and accessed the plethora of 
information and advice available.  No such things 
then. Timber being in short supply after the war, 
Freda told me how they would bring back bits 
of scrap wood on their bikes after work, and Les 
would make everything himself from scratch.  Freda 
worked alongside him (“If Les built a boat, Freda 
built a boat”) and also made all the upholstery, 
curtains etc, something she continued to do 
throughout her life.  

They thoroughly enjoyed life on ‘Lady Anne’, but 
when son John arrived, something a bit bigger 
was needed, and they managed to acquire a 36ft 
ex-admiralty pilot boat that had been to Dunkirk.  
So the fitting-out process started all over again!  
‘Aloha’, (named from the film South Pacific which 
was a favourite) became a central part of the 
fledgling waterways scene.  The Inland Waterways 
Association was still in its infancy, and Freda and Les 
joined this, and many of the canal and restoration 
societies that were springing up at the time.  They 
met Tom Rolt and Robert Aikman, and mixed with 
a lot of the old working boatpeople who were still 
around then. They were founder members of the 
Soar Boat Club, a very vibrant society that held 
cruises and rallies, which were often filmed and 
documented by Les.  Many of these records are 
now in the Old Union Canals Society archive, which 
Les started, and kept up for many years until it’s 
eventual move to the Foxton Canal Museum.

They had long coverted the old canal pub at the 
end of Mill Lane, Thurmaston, adjacent to their 
mooring, and when it came up for sale, semi-
derelict, were able to buy it, but it meant the boat 
had to go.  Once more the couple set about a 
laborious restoration, as always doing everything 
themselves.  However, the lure of the cut was too 
strong, and in 1966 they commissioned the last all-
wooden boat from Harborough Marine at the canal 
basin.  Les’s camera recorded its progress, from the 
bottom planks upwards, and this made for one of 
the very many talks that the couple gave over the 
years.  They joined the Old Union Canals Society in 
1966, and were stalwart members, being involved 
in nearly every event, rally, exhibition etc. often 
dressed in the traditional boatpeoples’ clothes that 
Freda made. Soon after the Foxton Inclined Plane 
Trust came into being in 1980, they joined that was 
well, and had a similar input, supplying artefacts,  
and endless expertise.  Freda dressed the boat-
family models that were a long-time feature of the 
display, including the much-admired baby.

One of Freda’s spare time (!) hobbies was the cub 
scouts, (as well as the WI, Mothers Union, and 
various other things); an organisation she gave 
endless time and patience to.  Some of her former 
cubs, now scout leaders themselves, spoke at 
her funeral of how, although not suffering fools 
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gladly, if somebody said “I can’t do it” she would 
painstakingly work through it with them, and then 
say kindly “see, you can do it”.  This also applied 
to passing on her craft and needlework skills.  .  
When the Waterways Craft Guild was instigated, 
she gained Accredited Master for her work with 
costume, and many of the boatwomens’ bonnets 
around today were made by Freda or her ‘pupils’.  
The Hales’ spare bedroom was filled with material, 
wool, craft tools etc, and an amazing collection 
of buttons.  She took these to an OUCS members’ 
evening; I expect many would think that a button 
collection could not possibly be interesting, but I can 
assure you in Freda’s hands it was.

‘Aloma’, (more South Pacific) cruised the waterways 
with friends and family for many years, until time 
finally caught up with the couple, and also the boat, 
which has probably now gone beyond economic 
repair  - there being so few people left around 
who can work on wooden boats.  The love of the 
waterways never left them, and whenever ‘the old 
days’ are talked about in this area, Les and Freda’s 
names will come up.  Les died in 2008, but Freda 
was undiminished, and her boundless energy and 
enthusiasm continued until her death on 7th May 
2018.  She is interred alongside Les in Thurmaston 
cemetery, but their legacy to their community and 
our local waterways will endure forever.   
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Sad to report the death on 2nd October of Roy 
Nicholls, who was instrumental in the early days
of FIPT, when the Incline site was being investigated 
and documented. He was subsequently
made a Vice President of the Trust.

A qualified engineer, he had an engineering firm, 
Nicholls Colton (still in existence) in Leicester
and lived in Foxton village, so the Inclined Plane 
was of obvious interest to him. He also lectured at 
Leicester University engineering department, and 
asked Dave Goodwin, who was doing a great deal 
of practical work on the site at the time, to go along 
and give them a talk.  This resulted in Roy’s exper-
tise and qualifications being brought into use in the 
investigations of the foundations of the plane and 
the old boilerhouse, and the plans for re-building. 
The Museum that we have today is a direct result of 
these events.

Roy also helped Dave with the project to cut up 
small slices of the original bridge rail that was
used on the Incline, which were then sold to raise 
funds for the building (along with the very
successful ‘buy a brick’ scheme).

Another of Roy’s interests was sundials (he was a 
member of the British Sundial Society) and
he managed to enthuse several of us to look anew 
at these objects, which, as well as being
highly scientific and mathematical, have huge social 
and historical importance. Dave (himself
an engineer by trade) decided that what the new 
museum needed was a modern sundial, as
much as anything to highlight the fact that it is a 
reconstruction, and not the original building. So
the pair of dials (“I count only/ the sunny hours”) on 
the south west corner were designed and
made by Dave, with technical assistance from Roy, 
and have stood the test of time(!)

On retirement the family moved to Dorset, so Roy’s 
involvement became limited to reading
Informer, and the occasional phone call to catch up 
with progress, and discuss in more detail
some of the things he’d read. So he maintained a 
keen interest in FIPT and Foxton until his
recent death.

Roy Nicholls



MUSEUM - Penny Arscott
We’ve had a very busy summer here at the 
museum. Our summer exhibition has gone down 
well with the visitors. Ann Bushby and Cathy 
Fleming opened the exhibition at our preview night 
which members were invited to.

Our next event is Star Gazing on 1st December. 
We’ve got our first touring exhbition lined up for the 
winter. It has come from the London Canal Museum 
and is called “Waterways on the Western Front”. 

It’s about the untold stories of the canals used in 
Northern France and Belgium during World War 1.
We are also planning t a poppy trail from the church 
at Foxton to the museum as they are having an 
exhibition called “Foxton Fallen & Foxton Heroes” 
part of the commemoration of the end of the war.

For more information on the above events please go 
to our website.

Floating Your Boat Exhibition researched and written by Elaine Shawyer.
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS DUE SOON!

It’s that time of the year again Membership renewals! If you pay by standing order the monies will be 
collected on 1st Januay. If you pay by other means, please send your payment direct to the museum or by 
bank transfer, details below:

Bank Details:
HSBC Bank
Acc no: 51059475
Sort Code: 40-32-04

Address:
Canal Museum at the Boilerhouse
Middle Lock
Gumley Road
Foxton
LE16 7RA



President:  Stephen Bowyer
Vice Presidents: 
David Goodwin, Roy Nichols, Trevor Towers
Chairman: 
Sean Park
membership@fipt.org.uk
Membership Secretary: (vacant)
membership@fipt.org.uk
Vice Chairman:
Cathy Fleming
cathy.fipt@gmail.com
Treasurer: (vacant)
Heritage and Site: 
Mary Matts
marymattsfoxton@btinternet.com
Committee Members:
Rosemary Eaton
Lisa Smith
Giles Parsons
Derek Harris
Will Norton
Museum Manager:
Penny Arscott
0116 279 2657
boilerhousemuseum@gmail.com
Museum Archivist:
Michael Beech 
foxtoncanalmuseum@gmail.com

Foxton Inclined Plane Trust
Registered in England: Number 1654756.
Registered Charity : Number 513241
Museum Accreditation: 1644
Registered Office: 
The BoilerHouse at Foxton Locks, Middle Lock, Gumley 
Road, Foxton, Leicestershire LE16 7RA
Tel: 0116 279 2657
E-mail: info@fipt.org.uk

Membership is open to all who have sympathy with the 
aims and objectives of the Trust upon payment of the 
appropriate subscription:
£9 Single- renewable Jan 1st
£12 Family - renewable Jan 1st
£150 Individual Life

The Canal Museum is run by the Trust and its volunteers. 
It holds extensive collections of artefacts, models, 
archives, and photographs of the Lift site and associated 
waterways. The Museum has won numerous awards and 
contains something for everyone and all ages, including 
touch screen interactive displays, a play boat, working 
models, the boiler game and large screen projections. 
Refurbished in 2015 and 2018.

Plane Informer:
 Nothing printed in these pages may be construed 
as Trust policy or an official statement unless stated 
otherwise. The Trust and its employees accept no liability 
for any item in this journal.

Visit us on www.facebook.com/FoxtonLocks

The Foxton Inclined Plane Trust

BBMF Dakota flying over the Foxton Locks Festival 
on the Saturday

Arena entertainment!

5.


