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  Chairman's Notes Steve Bowyer 

 Members Only 

Free entry to Our Festival 
Bring this voucher to our festival and members can get in free. 

 

Members Name 

 

Membership type  

      Please cross out the inappropriate box 

Instruction to gate keepers. If the membership  is  family this tickets admits 2 

adults Free. Please retain the ticket and treat as cash. 

 Single     Family 

 Our AGM and the associated postal 

vote saw overwhelming approval of the 

new constitution, as recommended by 

your Council of Management. Not only 

does this bring our constitution up to 

date and in line with best practice it 

enables your Trust to press on with our 

digital vision and better present the 

fascinating history, engineering and 

heritage of the Inclined Plane. Thank 

you for your support; it is most 

encouraging. 

 

 The project, "Revealing the 

Treasures of Foxton Locks", to spend 

the Arts Council and other funding of 

£193,000, has been kicked off and 

tenders are already issued and 

responded 

to.  Choosing the 

right partners is 

vital and we have a 

challenge to make 

sure we get best value - so we will be 

busy over the coming weeks.  It will be 

vital to take English Heritage and others 

with us as we seek to improve the site 

and the interpretation of the Inclined 

Plane Boat lift. We had a very positive 

meeting with English Heritage towards 

the end of May and a good 

understanding of the sort of changes 

that will meet with their approval. I am 

very optimistic that by March 2015 we 

will see real improvements at Foxton and 

I very much hope you will share our 
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excitement that the Trust is making a 

real difference. 

 

 The success of the "Revealing the 

Treasures of Foxton Lock" project is 

vital not only because we need to honour 

the faith put in our ideas by the Art 

Council England but because your Trust 

is no longer able to sustain its activities 

from our normal operations. We 

currently are wholly reliant on a 

successful annual Foxton Locks Festival 

to make a surplus and the vagaries of 

the English weather mean that this can 

be a real challenge. 

 

 We very much hope that a more 

exciting Foxton, with a revamped 

Museum at the heart of it, will be 

sufficient to increase visitor numbers 

and persuade more of them to part with 

their money!   

 

In the meantime, Ann Bushby and her 

festival team continue to put in a huge 

amount of work to make a success of 

this year's festival.  As I say, the 

financial viability of your Trust is 

dependant on a successful festival and 

we need your help. 

 

 Please volunteer if you can; 

Please visit the festival if at all possible; 

And please let all your friends, family, 

acquaintances and even passers-by know 

about the festival. For those of you  

with internet access our festival 

internet address is http://

www.foxtonlocksfestival.co.uk . Please 

don't be shy in sending to everyone you 

know and encourage them to come - and 

if you can also keep your fingers crossed 

for a dry warm weekend that would be 

much appreciated. 

 

Have a great Summer 

Digging up the past  By Mike Beech  
 Some time ago we suggested that it 

might be desirable to reconstruct one of 

the control cabins for the lift. This now 

seems unlikely unless one of the 

designers working on the Arts Council 

project think it a good idea. However 

part one of this was to try and get 

permission to excavate the foundations 

of one of them to determine the exact 

size of the building. I expect to find a 

concrete or brick base for this.  It has 

been incredibly difficult to get someone 

from English Heritage on to site so that 

we can ask what we need to do to get 

permission. When they visited in May I 

took the opportunity to discuss this with 

both EH and the CRT heritage officer. 

Subject to the paperwork being 

approved they are happy with the 

suggestion and I intend to arrange this 

probably for the autumn when things 

have calmed down a bit.  

I may need your help! 

http://www.foxtonlocksfestival.co.uk/
http://www.foxtonlocksfestival.co.uk/
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The Museum  By Mike Beech  
 Last year, income at the Museum 

was better than the year before, but 

that isn't saying much. We were being 

hit by the recession. We were not alone. 

Local tourist attractions, which, sadly we 

fall under the banner of, have all done 

badly. The big one at Snibston Discovery 

park in the north of the county is under 

threat of closure.  So it is no wonder 

that last year we made a loss on the 

Museum. We have been hit by a number 

of factors; the state of the economy is 

high on the list but a number of our 

wonderful volunteers have, for good 

reasons, had to cut down or stop helping 

in the Museum. At the top of the list is 

age, we don't seem to be finding the 

younger volunteers. This leads to us 

having to pay people for work we were 

once getting for free, and even though 

we only pay basic wage this has gone up. 

Everything we use has gone up but our 

income hasn't. Add to this the age of 

the building and you start to see the 

problems. We opened in 1986 in what 

was then a new but unfinished building.  

This is nearly 30 years ago and the 

building needs some TLC. Our doors 

which are actually over 100 years old 

(they came from a Baptist chapel which 

opened at the time of the lift) had to be 

refurbished last year, this and other 

maintenance adds up. We have upgraded 

the heating system, the electrics etc. It 

is often the small things that accumulate 

and there is a long list of things that 

need to be done. None of this is part of 

the Arts Council grant.  

 However the news isn't all bad. All 

of the local tourist attractions are 

reporting a good increase in visitors and 

income this year and so are we. The 

weather over the last couple of years 

hasn't helped but this year it has been 

pretty good. OK, May Bank Holiday was 

wet, but I was surprised by the number 

of people that visited despite the rain. I 

like rainy day visitors, they are genuinely 

interested, they ask interesting 

intelligent questions, and they spend 

money in our shop.  

 We have had a really good season 

for school parties. Our partnership with 

CRT Explorers is working very well and 

Julie Bubbles comes and sings songs with 

my help. I now have 5 hats to wear 

during one song, we go through a tunnel 

and dig a mile of canal! Some of the 

schools spend money in the shop, but a 

lot of the children bring family back to 

show them round.  

 The visitors are supportive of our 

new Constitution ideas. And we are very 
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excited by the possibilities opened up by 

the Arts Council grant. But we will need 

to find more money to make it all work. 

 You can help, just by continuing to 

be members you are helping. Obviously it 

helps if you can purchase or better still 

sell some of our Draw tickets. Donations 

large and small are always very welcome, 

but if you could offer to help in the 

Museum that would be wonderful. 

 We are not running the Museum 

just because we like doing it. It has, 

over the years, promoted all of our 

waterways as well as the Foxton site. 

We will continue to do this. Hundreds of 

school children have visited us and left 

with a positive idea about our 

waterways. But most of all, people leave 

the Museum knowing about the Foxton 

Inclined Plane. 

   Not Just a Museum  By Mike Beech 

 We have done a very good job with 

our Museum, but with the new 

constitution we don't want to be just a 

museum. We don't have the volunteers 

that we had in the past - people in their 

30‘s and 40‘s , determined that they 

could do anything. There are jobs which 

need doing round the site which we 

would have tackled without thinking 

about it. Now we only have a few 

volunteers who can tackle the practical 

jobs. We had a good man for a couple of 

months but he has moved back to 

Somerset.  

 But what would we be doing given 

that we are not at the moment trying to 

rebuild the lift? I think there is much 

that could still be done to enhance our 

knowledge of how the lift worked. We 

need people willing to maintain the 

artefacts on site. 

 The Lift Chimney base is in need of 

rebuilding so if you are a brick layer 

please get in touch. The historic brick 

work of the lift suffers from the 

weather and people knock bricks off 

climbing over it. I suspect that you are 

not brick  layers or live too far away. I 

hope that we can get WRG to do it for 

us. Thankfully WRG, as an organisation, 

seem to be attracting the kind of people 

we need, young fit, skilled and strong.  

 The interpretation materials all 

need maintaining, those completed in 

2008 as part of the lottery works need 

repainting, the bronze plates need a 

very good clean. The water channels of 

the lift need clearing out and the 

concrete needs carefully clearing once a 

year.  
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 Not sure where this picture was 

taken or exactly what they are doing. 

They seem to be drilling a hole. Spare 

lengths of drill are on the left with an 

auger bit. The tunics suggest that it was 

taken either 

during the 

second world 

war when 

transport battalions were working on the 

canal, or more likely after the war when 

such costume provided cheap hard 

wearing jackets.  

New Ideas 
The Committee is willing to listen to new ideas. 

For instance how can we make use of the top 

arm to the lift? At the moment it is little more 

than an ornamental pond but it could be used. 

We need to think of activities that could be 

done on the lift. I would like to be able to 

report about things lift in these pages in every 

issue but that is difficult to do when little is 

happening. I must stress that if we have ideas 

for activities then we need people to organise 

and do them. 

 CRT now have mostly volunteer lock 

keepers, a few of these are interested in the 

history  of the site but some hardly seem to 

know it exists. We could have some 

knowledgeable guides around at weekends and 

holidays who, in some sort of costume, could 

help interpret the entire site. Do you fancy 

being an interpreter, pretending that you lived 

100 years ago and know nothing of modern 

times - could be fun?  

 What we really need is your ideas to take 

the Trust forward into new and exciting times.  

Snibstone Exhibit 

If you are able to visit Snibstone‘s discovery 

park please pop in and see the Leicestershire 

and Rutland Museums Forum display, part of it 

is ours. I (MGB) haven't had the opportunity to 

go and look yet so I would like a report on how 

good the display is. 

Mike 

   From the Archives 
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Market Harborough Advertiser & 

Midland Mail, Thursday Feb, 15. 1973 

 Few people know more about the 

Foxton Lift System than 82 year old Mr 

Percy Durran, so when Anglia Television 

visited the village with a view to filming 

the famous landmark for a documentary 

programme, the advice was: ‖Go to see 

Mr Durran.‖ They did, and as a result 

the sprightly former canal man, who now 

lives in Green Lane, Husbands Bosworth, 

will be seen describing the history of 

the lift on ―Bygones‖ this evening 

(Thursday.) 

 As coincidence would have it, Mr 

Durran moved to Foxton from his native 

Oxfordshire during the week the lift 

was first opened. He was nine years old. 

From that time his life was centred 

around canals. The family lived in the 

house that still stands at the bottom of 

the locks, a building that was to be Mr 

Durran‘s home for many years. 

Foreman 

 His father was a carpenter 

employed to carry out repairs to locks 

and British Waterways property, and 

after his retirement Percy took over the 

job. For 25 years he covered an area 

from Leicester to Buckby Locks near 

Daventry, after which he progressed to 

district foreman, a post he held for a 

further 25 years. 

 He finally retired in 1958 at the age 

of 68, robbing the canals of a 

remarkably lively character, and taking 

with him a mine of information about 

Foxton and its waterways. There are 

probably very few people left who can 

speak with authority about the days 

when Foxton Lift, the only system of its 

type in the country, was in operation.  

No failure 

 Installed at a cost of £27,000, it 

was in use for only a few years and was 

abandoned, recalls Mr Durran, just after 

the end of the First World War. 

―It was not a failure,‖ he told the ―Mail‖, 

―it was closed down for economical 

reasons.‖ Four men were needed to 

operate the lift system, he explained, 

whereas one man alone could work the 

locks.  Conversely a point in favour of 

the lift was that it could accommodate 

wide boats and also take two at the 

same time. Another factor to consider 

was time: the lift could take a boat in 

only ten minutes, while it took an hour 

for a craft to negotiate the locks.  

 

   Veteran canal man in TV  

  Documentary Research by Bob Hakewill  
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Some of the brickwork on the top of the 

building is in desperate need of 

restoration. The weather has taken its 

toll and the bricks are falling apart. 

 Just to be helpful someone has removed 

some of  the capping slabs which are now 

in pieces in the side pond.  

 This is attached to the 

listed monument of the lift and 

so we have had to talk to 

English Heritage about the best 

way to carry out the repairs. 

They have been very helpful. It 

seems like a long time ago when 

Dave Goodwin and I lowered the steps 

into place with the help of my old Land 

Rover. The picture shows what the site 

looked like before we completed the now 

damaged wall. I could not remember 

what we did at the base of the wall. 

Filming 

This and other information was 

discussed by Mr Durran during the two 

days that were spent filming on location 

at Foxton. During the first afternoon of 

filming the light was poor and it was on 

the second attempt on the following day 

that the crew managed to successfully 

complete their location sequences. 

―I found the filming sessions most 

enjoyable and interesting,‖ said Mr 

Durran, ―but they are also a bit of an 

ordeal because of the amount of 

repetition to get things right.‖ 

The interest, it transpired, was mutual, 

for Mr Durran received a letter from 

the producer, Mr Geoffrey Weaver, 

thanking him for his contribution. 

To see the exact nature of Mr Durran‘s 

contribution to the programme, watch 

―Bygones‖ which is due to be screened at 

10.30pm, this evening. 

 

CAPTION 

Relaxing at his Husbands 

Bosworth home, Mr Percy 

Durran enjoys a few 

minutes with his pipe and 

his memories of the fifty 

years he spent working on 

the canals. Eighty two year old Mr Durran, 

who is one of the few remaining authorities 

on the  old Foxton Lift system, is due to 

appear on the Anglia Television 

programme, “ Bygones, ”  this evening 

( T hursday )  when the subject will be 

canals. 
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  Recent Pictures and News By Mike Beech 

Late May: A famous boat came through 

today. the 1937 Tyseley. The Micron 

Theatre boat, she was being delivered to 

Welford where the actors will use her as 

a dormitory while they go round the 

pubs in a van.  

 Its spring so Foxton is getting a clean. the gates are being pressure washed 

to remove all of the slime and growth that builds up on them. the queue of boats 

left the CRT boat in the passing pond for a while and I had to go home so I missed 

the picture of the work. 

 Some of the waiting boats complained that they had been stuck for 45min and 

that ‗Waterways never do any work‘. The second day was postponed when it was 

 pointed out that it was Crick Boat show and boats needed to get to the show. 



8 

Cars 

Some of our visitors arrive in style, this 

is just a few of the interesting forms of 

transport that I have seen on site this 

year. We have a pair of Talbots, and a 

Morris. 

The bungee strap and the modern 

indicators rather give the game away ot 

you could have believed you were looking 

at the 1920s. 
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   HNBC Easter at Foxton  

 BY Mike Beech 

 Having around 50 Historic 

narrowboats at Foxton over the Easter 

weekend was fantastic. A real feast for 

the eyes, with the added benefit of 

wonderful old engines and smells. From 

the single cylinder Bolinder to the more 

modern Lister they all have there own 

sounds. The boat crews talked 

enthusiastically about their craft, and 

were easily prompted to fire up the 

engines. We made new friends and learnt 

a bit more about the working boats that 

survive. True most of them are much. 

much shinier than they ever were when 

earning their living. They are loved and 

caressed just like a classic car. The 

owners are keeping them alive. 

I am not sure if I have a favourite. I like 

the Bolinder and the immaculate boat 

but I would prefer if I owned one to 

have it looking as if it was still carrying 

cargo for a living and one or two of the 

boats do just that. Elizabeth would be a 

wonderful boat to live on. She is one of 

the earliest boats to be converted for 

pleasure use and has been that shape 

for a very long time.  
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15 hp Bolinder in FMC 

EMU took a long while to 

start but the sound was 

awesome. You can keep 

your pop music I could 

listen to this all day. 

Engines: Petter PD2 1961-1968; Lister HA3 1968 (Grand Union Canal Carrying Co, 

Motor, Town, Yarwoods,  



 

Hello members  

 

Well who would believe it!  Another 3 

months have passed and here we are on 

the cusp of summer although today (27th 

May ) I don‘t think it has stopped raining 

since the early hours of the morning! 

 

I wish I could say welcome to new 

members but it seems that currently we 

are not attracting new people and 

subsequently there have been no 

signings since my last report. 

 

You may all recall that in our last 

magazine I advised that we had 

submitted a substantial claim in respect 

of unclaimed gift aid revenue. I can now 

happily report that we have received a 

payment of £416.28 which brings  all the  

 

 

 

backdated aid nicely up to date. This 

situation only came about due to a 

shortfall in our record keeping of very 

early members where it was unclear if 

gift aid could be claimed. The database 

has now been completely updated to 

avoid a similar occurrence. 

 

As usual I have been chasing up those 

delinquent members but am very happy 

to report that the vast majority are 

fully paid to date! Hoorah! 

 

In closing I hope the weather turns nice 

again and that we all enjoy a hot summer! 

 

Val  Britcher – Membership secretary 

  Membership By Val Britcher -    

    membership@fipt.org.uk  

Waiting For the 

Festival. NB Chertsey 

has been moored in 

the top lift arm since 

Easter just waiting for 

our festival! 
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 From the      
 Newspaper 

Found and translated by Bob Hakewill 

this is a very early part of our local 

waterway history.  This was the original 

entry in the London Gazette. The 

intention to built the whole route fell by 

the wayside when the original company 

lost time and money in the soft earth of 

Saddington Tunnel. 

Leicester, Sept 7th, 1792. 

Notice is hereby given that Application 

is intended to be made to Parliament in 

the next session for leave to bring a bill 

for making and maintaining the River 

Soar navigable, with proper cuts and 

deviations by the sides thereof, from 

the termination of the Leicester 

Navigation (now making) at or near the 

West Bridge, in the parish of St Mary, 

in Leicester, through that parish and 

through the townships of Westcotes, 

Braunston, and Aylestone.  

And for making and maintaining a 

navigable cut or canal, with proper 

towing paths on the sides thereof to 

branch out from the River Soar, in 

Aylestone, and to be continued through 

various parishes of Little Glen 

[Glenparva], Wigston Magna, Newton 

Harcourt, Gt Glen, Burton Overy, 

Kibworth Harcourt, Kibworth 

Beauchamp, Fleckney, Saddington, 

Smeeton, Smeeton Westerby, Gumley, 

Foxton, Lubenham and Gt Bowden, all in 

the said county of Leicester. To or near 
14 
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to the town of Market Harborough, in 

the said county. 

[This stretch was built along the 

original 1792 line] 

And for making a collateral cut or canal 

from the parish of Gt Bowden and 

through the various parishes of 

Lubenham and Theddingworth in County 

Leicester then through Howthorpe, 

Marston Trussell, Thorpe Lubenham, 

Clipston, East Farndon, Oxendon Parva, 

Oxendon Magna, Kelmarsh, 

Arthingworth, Harrington, Maidwell, 

Draughton, Lamport, Hanging Houghton, 

Cottesbrooke, Creaton Magna, Creaton 

Parva, Spratton, Brixworth, Pisford, 

[that is how is was spelled] Chapel 

Brampton, Church Brampton, Harleston, 

Dallington and Kingsthorpe, all in the 

County of Northampton.  And through 

the parishes of St Sepulchre, St Peter 

and All Saints, and through the hamlet 

of St James, in Northampton, in the 

parishes of Dallington, and of Duston, 

and through the several parishes of 

Upton, Kislingbury, Hardingstone, 

Wooton , Rothers Thorpe, Milton 

[Malsor], Blisworth and Gayton, all in 

Northampton, to join the intended canal 

from Braunston, in county of 

Northampton, to or near the City of 

London, to be called the Grand Junction 

Canal. 

[This stretch was not built as a canal 

but as a railway line which also needed 

gentle gradients] 

Signed by the three lawyers proposing 

the scheme and buying up land.  

William Wartnaby }      Solicitors, 

John Edward Carter } Solicitors, 

John Heyrick, jnr [later Herrick] 

All Aboard the Skylark. 

The only boat I know of where 

the skipper can shout All 

aboard the Skylark, and mean 

exactly that! There were three 

of these Coeburn boats at the 

Easter event. event, Skylark 

Swan and Swallow, shame we 

never got to see them all 

moored abreast. Plus at the end 

of May a nice replica came 

though called Siskin. 
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From the first proposals put forward in 

1792 there were several changes to the 

line of the canal and lots of political 

shenanigans. The following notes are 

from Carl Bedford's research. 

 

1. From the early Canal Company 

minutes, and press announcements 

regarding the parishes which would be 

affected, it seems certain that the line 

for a canal from Leicester to Market 

Harborough as originally announced in 

the spring of 1792, and still preferred 

by the newly formed LNU Canal Company 

in the autumn of that year, would have 

largely followed the line eventually 

completed by the Leicestershire and 

Northamptonshire Union Company some 

15 years later. The Harborough 

Navigation, as first proposed, would pass 

through Foxton Village and near to 

Great Bowden Village, along the line of 

the present Harborough Arm. Early 

objections to this line by some of the 

landowners affected, principally Sir 

John Palmer, then a large landowner in 

the area and a 'Lord of the Manor' in 

Foxton were supposed to have been 

accepted by the promoters but in fact it 

appears that to a large extent they were 

only 'fobbed off'! 

 The idea of extending the proposed 

Harborough Navigation to join the 

suggested Grand Junction Canal linking 

London to Birmingham, was only acted   

 upon after the project to build a 

canal from Leicester to Market 

Harborough had already been subscribed 

to and a plan produced. However this 

'extension' raised questions about the 

route once again and a 'revised plan' for 

continuing the canal from Market 

Harborough on to Northampton, and 

thus the Grand Junction Canal, avoiding 

Foxton by means of a tunnel had to be 

agreed to in order to proceed with 

obtaining an Act of Parliament necessary 

to allow construction.  

 According to minutes of a 

Harborough Navigation General meeting 

on June 27th, 1792, a survey plan for 

the original Harborough Canal was to be 

deposited with the promoter‘s solicitors 

in Harborough (Wartnaby‘s), so that 

landowners could see how they would be 

affected. It appears that this must have 

been done at sometime in June 1792, or 

at least a copy was being circulated by 

then, as press mention on 30th of that 

month after the General Meeting 

announced that some objections to the 

line passing through Foxton Village had 

been dealt with. The land owners 

concerned obviously must have seen a 

survey plan in order to be able to 

formulate their objections. 

 This original plan unfortunately 

seems to have been lost and the only 

plan actually surviving from 1792 is the 

one for a canal from Leicester to 

Northampton along what became known 

as the Parliamentary Line. This survey 

  Where the Leicester line might have 
  gone. By Carl Bedford 



plan had been produced by John Varley 

and Christopher Staveley Junior, 

together, for the application to 

Parliament for the Leicestershire & 

Northamptonshire Union Canal Act 

which was passed in 1793, whereas the 

survey and plan for the Harborough 

Navigation had been done by 

Christopher Staveley Junior alone, 

before John Varley was engaged by the 

promoters. 

 The earliest existing plan for a 

canal showing a line through Foxton is 

one produced in 1794 when the LNU 

first tried to deviate their 

Parliamentary Line, either by permission 

of the Commissioners appointed under 

the LNU Act or by a further application 

to Parliament for an Act of Amendment, 

so as to avoid having to make the 

proposed tunnel at Foxton.  

 This plan, held in the Leicester 

Records Office, shows a line through 

Foxton village cutting across the 

Turnpike Road from Leicester to Market 

Harborough at Gallow Hill, (the already 

existing Bowden Inn is shown in some 

detail as 3 separate buildings), then 

going right over towards Great Bowden 

village before turning back and 

recrossing the Turnpike to the (actual) 

basin shown on the Parliamentary Plan. 

The plan shows both the Parliamentary 

Line, from just before Debdale to the 

proposed Harborough Basin (actually 

then in Great Bowden Parish) including 

the tunnel near Foxton, together with 

the 'deviation' line through Foxton 

Village and  round by Great Bowden as 

was ultimately completed many years 

later.   

 If this deviation had been allowed 

and if the Canal had then been carried 

on to Northampton, as agreed by the 

subscribers to the 'extension' in August 

1792,  it would have continued from the 

Market Harborough basin in the reverse 

direction along the proposed 

Parliamentary Harborough Arm to the 

far end of the unbuilt tunnel, thus 

making the arm part of the main line. 

From there the canal would have 

continued on into Northamptonshire to 

join the Grand Junction, as planned in 

the LNU Act, but having avoided the 

need for a tunnel at Foxton at the 

expense of an extra 5 miles or so of 

level canal. 

 

2. It seems that much if not all of this 

plan, must have been copied from an 

earlier one, as although it states that it 

was surveyed in 1794 there is no record 

in the LNU Company minutes of anyone 

being instructed to carry out such work 

before, according to John Carter's 

personal notebooks, (he was the LNU's 

solicitor), the plan was deposited with 

the Clerk of the Peace in Leicester in 

September 1794 and the statutory 

notice of the proposed deviation was 

published in the London Gazette three 

times the same month.  

 It wasn't however until the next 

month, October 1794, that Robert 

Whitworth the  Ashby Canal Engineer 

was asked by the Committee of the LNU 

Company to survey the proposed 

deviations, including a short one at 

Saddington ―Bends‖, after the official 

notice had already been published and a 

plan deposited.  
19 
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 However the LNU. Company was 

once again soon in trouble with the 

landowners affected, principally Sir 

John Palmer who, as we have seen, had 

originally gained from the promoters in 

1792  a veto over a line through Foxton 

Village, which had resulted in the 

Parliamentary Plan calling for a tunnel 

between Gumley and Foxton in order to 

avoid the canal having to pass through 

the village. According to the LNU 

Minutes the Canal Company Clerk, John 

Carter and their Engineer, John Varley, 

had further correspondence and 

meetings with Whitworth later the same 

year to try to find a line that would 

satisfy the objectors.  A meeting with 

the landowners was set up in Market 

Harborough on 17th October 1794 but 

they refused to discuss the matter and 

then Sir John Palmer intervened at a 

Special General Meeting held on 15th 

December and again got the proposed 

deviation to Harborough via Foxton and 

Bowden abandoned (for the time being!) 

 As a result the Canal Company gave 

their attempts to obtain permission, one 

way or another, to carry out the 

proposed deviation and didn't proceed 

with the Application to Parliament for an 

Act of Amendment, at that time. 

Instead they continued with 

construction as far as Gumley Debdale, 

some three miles from Market 

Harborough by the Turnpike Road, which 

was reached in 1797 and where the canal 

then terminated for the next 5 years. 

 

3. Eventually the Canal Company 

decided in 1802 to try to continue the 

 canal as far as Market Harborough. 

They had already spent most of the 

capital authorised by their Act of 

Parliament and many shareholders were 

in arrears with their subscriptions so 

there appears to have been little 

possibility of finishing the whole line to 

Northampton. They once again 

considered going back to Parliament for 

an Amending Act which would give them 

compulsory purchase powers if 

necessary and thus overcome any 

opposition to the earlier planned line 

through Foxton Village.  They would still 

need the acquiescence of a majority of 

the landowners concerned but it appears 

that Sir John Palmer‘s objections may 

have subsided somewhat. Possibly as a 

result of the difficult economic climate 

due to the Napoleonic Wars, he wasn‘t in 

such a strong financial position as 

formerly and the prospect of a profit 

from land sales may have changed his 

outlook?  In the meantime they 

consulted other prominent engineers and 

surveyors to help them decide on the 

best way forward. 

 In September 1803 the LNU finally 

announced that they were applying to 

Parliament for a new Act to enable them 

to carry out an extension of the canal 

from Debdale, where it had terminated 

over 6 years previously. The extension 

would pass through Foxton Village, 

across the Turnpike and over towards 

Great Bowden and back to a proposed 

terminal basin on the Bowden side of the 

Turnpike near to where Uncle Tom‘s 

Bridge was later built.  This line formed 

part of one proposed by Thomas Telford 

who had been engaged early in 1803 to 

review a scheme proposed by James 
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Barnes (Engineer to the Grand Junction) 

the year before, for a new line from 

Debdale into Northamptonshire to join 

that canal by placing locks at Foxton 

instead of a tunnel, not quite where they 

were later to be built by the Old Grand 

Union but nearly so, together with a 

branch to Harborough through Foxton 

and over by Bowden but 35 feet higher 

than the present canal.  

 Barnes‘ Scheme was rejected 

because it appears that by that time the 

Company had pretty well decided for 

financial reasons to only continue their 

canal as far as Market Harborough and 

they knew that if they only constructed 

his proposed branch to Harborough it 

would not have had a sufficient water 

supply being 5 locks higher than the 

existing Kibworth summit.  Who drew up 

the plan deposited in 1803, together 

with the requisite Book of Reference 

showing the landowners along the 

proposed line, to a basin more than a 

mile from Harborough is uncertain as 

neither document bears a name but it 

was no doubt based on the work done by 

Telford in the spring of 1803.  

 Details are almost identical to 

another plan produced around that time 

by John Howell on Telford‘s behalf for 

his proposed line to Northampton via 

Market Harborough of which the 

extension from Debdale to  the Turnpike 

formed the first 4 miles.  The attraction 

of Telford‘s scheme, which a General 

Meeting of the LNU actually adopted in 

June 1803, was that his line to 

Harborough was on the same level as the 

existing Kibworth summit. Therefore an 

extension to near the town could be built 

without running into any more water 

supply problems than already existed, 

whilst retaining an option to continue to 

the Grand Junction near Northampton if 

the financial situation improved, either 

by continuing along Telford‘s route or 

going back along the Parliamentary 

Branch Line from Harborough Basin. 

Presumably the foreshortened line to a 

basin by the turnpike was not approved 

due to its terminus being still a 

considerable distance from the town. 

 

5.For some reason, either financial or 

political, no further action was taken 

over the winter of 1803 regarding an 

Act of Amendment until the statutory 

notice of an application to Parliament 

was repeated in August 1804. By this 

time Howell had produced a further plan 

of an extension, through Foxton and 

Great Bowden, to the originally planned 

basin in Market Harborough, supposedly 

using part of Telford‘s line and part of 

the Parliamentary Line. The official 

notice actually stated that the company 

intended to ask Parliament for 

permission to continue to Harborough 

along Telford‘s Line but then they would 

revert to the Parliamentary Line for the 

extension into Northamptonshire. This 

scheme which was finally adopted and 

which gained parliamentary approval 

appears in reality to have been virtually 

that originally considered when a canal 

from Leicester to Harborough was first 

proposed in the spring of 1792. The LNU 

Company never did complete the 

authorised line to Northampton so as we 

have seen the planned Leicestershire 

and Northamptonshire Union Canal 
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became nothing more than the original 

"Harborough Canal Writ Large" as 

suggested Philip Steven in his book 'The 

Leicester Line'. 

6. Copyright, Carl Bedford, May 2014. 

 

The Old Grand Union Canal 

was built close to its original plans 

except for the last section including 

Crick Tunnel. The original line proved to 

contain running sand, impossible to build 

a tunnel through it. The line deviated 

but stayed close to the 40 foot contour 

apart from a few cuttings and 

embankments. The new line of the tunnel 

wasn't without its problems, you can see 

what they were if you go through it, 

don't forget your waterproofs! 

The map shows the deviations around Foxton and Harborough, it takes a while to understand 

what you are looking at but the loop at the bottom is almost as built and the route at the top is 

the main deviation with its tunnel 
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Folk in the Museum 

 First Sunday of every month  from 7.30pm –  Free event – take part or just 

enjoy. 

Other events are in the planning stage for the rest of the year. 

 

Junior Lock Keeper 
Sunday 15th  June — 20th July  _ 17th August 

Be a lock keeper for an hour, e-mail sarah.cook@canalrivertrust.org.uk 

  

HIDDEN FOXTON 
FESTIVAL OF LEICESTERSHIRE & RUTLAND ARCHAEOLOGY 
Tuesday 15th July: 2pm – 4pm, Saturday 19th  July: 2pm – 4pm   

Enjoy a site and museum tour with our expert Mike Beech to celebrate the 

bicentenary of the canal. Discussing what is hidden under the ground and how it 

has been investigated to bring the site alive. 

GU Grand Opening 
August 9th – 10th 

GU Grand Opening – a parade of boats along the canal with events along the way. 

Particularly at Crick where the festivities will start on the 8th. Details to follow.   

 What's on 



The Foxton Inclined Plane Trust  
Chairman 

Stephen Bowyer 

chairman@fipt.org.uk 

Vice Chairman and Volunteer Coordinator 

Cathy Fleming cathy.fipt@gmail.com 

The Trust 
Registered in England: Number 1654756.  

Registered Charity : Number 513241 

Museum Accreditation 1644 

Registered Office:  Foxton Canal Museum 

Middle Lock, Gumley Road, Foxton, Leicestershire   

LE16 7RA  Tel. 0116 279 2657 E-mail info@fipt.org.uk 

President David Stevenson   

Vice Presidents 

Peter Cook, David Goodwin, Trevor Towers 

Membership is open to all who have sympathy with 

the aims and objectives of the Trust upon payment of 

the appropriate subscription:  

 

£9 Single, £12 Family - renewable Jan 1st   

 

£150 Individual Life. 

 

Foxton Canal Museum: The Museum is run by 

the Trust and its volunteers. It holds extensive collec-

tions of artefacts, models, archives, and photographs 

of  the Lift site and associated waterways. The Mu-

seum has won several awards and contains something 

for everyone and every age, including touch screen in-

teractive displays, a play boat and working models. 

 

Plane Informer: Nothing printed in these pages 

may be construed as Trust policy or an official state-

ment unless stated otherwise. The Trust and its em-

ployees accept no liability for any item in this journal. 

 

Press Dates - Copy must reach the Editor before 

these dates to be included;  

Winter: Mid-November Spring: Mid-February  

Summer: Mid-May   Autumn: Mid-August 

Treasurer  Lawrence Harrison  

treasurer@fipt.org.uk 
 

 Fund Raising and  Events  

Ann Bushby  

festival@fipt.org.uk  

Tel. 07710 795057 

Heritage and Site 

Mary Matts  

marymattsfoxton@btinternet.com 

Richard Pickering Museum liaison 

rhpickering45@gmail.com 

Publicity Derek Harris 

Membership Secretary 

Val Britcher  

contact as museum 

Company Secretary, Museum Keeper, &  

Informer Editor  

Michael Beech   

info@fipt.org.uk 

0116 279 2657  

Museum Asst & Minutes Secretary 

Michael Cooper  

mandscooper657@btinternet.com 

Tel (& text) (01858) 467674  



After Easter watching the boats go through Foxton  



A family of Grey Wagtails set up home in the side of a lock, above water level.  


